
Man saw missing pair's car crash three 
weeks ago and called 911 

ELSIE, Ore. - One day after the bodies of a priest and his traveling companion 
were found in a car off Highway 26 comes a revelation that a 911 caller reported 
seeing their car go off the road three weeks ago. 

The bodies of 52-year-old David Schwartz, a Jesuit priest from California, and 
61-year-old Cheryl Gibbs, who worked as a coroner in California, were found 
Sunday after the Civil Air Patrol spotted their car from the sky about 25 miles 
east of Seaside. 

 

The two Californians were traveling in Oregon and had last been seen alive the 
morning of June 8 when they left their Portland-area hotel.  

Police initially had little clues as to where the two had gone, but later followed up 
on leads that the pair had been on their way to the Oregon coast, namely the 
Tillamook area where it was learned they had signed a guest book at the 
Tillamook Cheese Factory. 

Over the weekend, the Civil Air Patrol flew over the area to try to see if they 
could find the pair's car, a maroon-colored Toyota. The car was spotted around 
2 p.m. on Sunday. 
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In 911 tapes released to the media on Monday, the calls from June 8 reveal a 
chain of events marked by confusion that delayed the emergency response by 
six minutes. Here is the original 911 call that came in: 

Caller:  I want to report 
an accident on Highway 
26. It's about a quarter-
mile west of milepost 26. 
On the north side of the 
highway. 

911 Operator:  Do you 
know if anyone's hurt? 

Caller:  I don't know. I 
saw the car just drive 
straight off the road into 
the bush. 

911 Operator:  A 
quarter-mile west of Highway 26? 

Caller:  Uh huh. They were headed east and they veered across the oncoming 
lanes. 

911 Operator:  Did you see this happen? 

Caller:  Yes. 

911 Operator:  One car only? 

Caller:  One car only. They were headed eastbound. 

911 Operator:  Did they go off the road or hit a...? 

Caller:  Oh yeah. You can't even see them from the roadway. 

911 Operator:  Do you know what kind of vehicle it was? 

Caller:  It was a compact red. I'm not sure. Some sort of a compact import red. 

911 Operator:  You don't know if anybody's hurt? 

Caller:  No, I just went as fast as I could to get to a phone. 

911 Operator:  I'll give Clatsop County a call and get them started that way. 
Thank you sir. 

Caller:  All right. Bye. 
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After the caller reported seeing a car go off the road, the Washington County, 
Seaside and Astoria dispatch centers had difficulty deciding who should respond 
to the remote area.  According to Clatsop County Sheriff Tom Bergin, the 911 
dispatcher in Astoria was also new and inexperienced, which contributed to the 
confusion. 

Oregon State Police did end up going to look for the crash site, but did not spot 
anything and called off the search.  Read their account of the  search.  

KATU News tried to track down the man who called 911 that day, but the phone 
number he gave dispatchers did not appear to be accurate.  Oregon State Police 
would like to speak to him as well.  The man did not return to the crash site after 
calling 911. 

Clatsop County was not involved in the original 911 call, but did respond to the 
death investigation once the car was found on July 1.  

Bergin told KATU News he believed Gibbs died on impact and was sitting on her 
buckled seatbelt.  He said Schwartz was not wearing a seatbelt and the Medical 
Examiner said it is possible he lived for only several minutes after the crash. 

 

The bottom line is Bergin does not think rescuers could have saved Schwartz's 
life even if there had been no confusion and someone had been able to spot the 
car in the thick brush. 

Schwartz's brother-in-law, Tom Mulligan found out about the 911 call Monday 
morning. "It was worse than hearing that they found the car," he told KATU 
News. 

On a side note, there were two bottles of wine in the car, which the pair had 
purchased at the Nehalem Bay Winery shortly before the crash.  They were 
unopened. 
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